SPEECHES   IN  INDIA             379

own ; and it was on these grounds that they were selected for
integrity as a unit of our administration, and in view of these
considerations, in spite of the comparative mightiness [sic] of
the area and population involved, the Government of India
decided to establish a Legislative Council in Coorg. I earnestly
hope that the new Council will fully justify its creation, and
the people in Coorg will find in it reasonable opportunities for
public life and political expression. My Government, you may
be confident, wiU watch its activities with sympathy. I trust
that in due time these may develop into more extended
participation in the work of administration.

You have alluded to your desires for representation in the
Imperial Legislature. Smaller administrative units, it is true,
such as Delhi, have elected representatives in the Legislative
Assembly, but these have no Provincial Legislative Council.
You have the latter privilege, and not the former, and I think
that on reflection it will be clear to you that, in view of the
numerical restrictions of your electorate, you can hardly, at the
present time, expect a larger share in representative institutions
than that which has been vouchsafed to you in your local
Provincial Council.

My Government has always paid special consideration to your
circumstances, and although the strict logic of calculation would
warrant a regular contribution from your revenues to the Central
Government, yet in view of the smallness of your revenues and
expenditure, this has been waived, and you pay no charge of
this nature, except part of the cost of the Resident of Mysore
and his establishment, for work connected with his office as the
Chief Commissioner of Coorg.   If it is found necessary to send
forward at any time any proposals relating to the financial
stability of the sanads of my Government, as regards the special
tenures referred to by you, I understand that there has been
no breach of the very material concession of assessment at half
the ordinary rates, which is the essence of this special system.
The question has been carefully considered by the Government
of India on several occasions, and it has been decided the sanads
confirm the special grant of tenure at a rate which is light, as
compared with that of other ryots, but do not substantiate any
claim to permanent assessment.   While these lands have a
privileged rate of assessment, no new facts or circumstances
hav6 been advanced to show that they are not liable to
periodical re-assessment with other lands.

I have heard with regret of the damage done in some parts